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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member:  European Union 

If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2):   

	2.
	Agency responsible:  European Commission
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above:  
European Commission
EU-TBT Enquiry Point
Fax:  +(32) 2 299 80 43
E-mail:  mailto:eu-tbt@ec.europa.eu
Website: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/tbt/ 

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ X ], 2.10.1 [   ], 5.6.2 [   ], 5.7.1 [   ], other:  

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable):  Tobacco products, nicotine containing products and herbal products for smoking. Packaging for retail sale of any of the aforementioned products.

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document:  Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related products (COM(2012) 788 final) (63 pages, in English).


	6.
	Description of content:  This proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council concerns the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related products. The legislation would:
· require combined health warnings (text and pictures) on 75% of the front and back of cigarette and roll-your-own packages, as well as a general warning and information message, prohibit promotional and misleading elements on packages of tobacco products and herbal products for smoking and include smoking cessation information on tobacco packages;

· require that tobacco products are sold in packages of at least 20 cigarettes and packages of roll-your-own tobacco shall contain tobacco weighing at least 40g;

· prohibit the placing on the EU market of cigarettes, roll-your-own and smokeless tobacco products with characterising flavours, prohibit certain additives associated with health benefits, vitality or energy  and prohibit products with increased toxicity or addictiveness; 

· require that all cigarette and roll-your-own tobacco packages are equipped with a unique identifier that allows their tracking and tracing across the EU as well as with a security feature;

· require that tobacco-free products containing nicotine above a certain threshold are allowed to be placed on the EU market only if authorised as medicinal products and require health warnings for such products below the threshold; 

· require that herbal products for smoking carry a health warning.
The new Directive will repeal the current Tobacco Products Directive (Directive 2001/37/EC). 

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable:  Improvement of the functioning of the internal market within the EU for tobacco and related products. Protection of human health and safety, in particular protection of young people against smoking initiation. Implementation of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

	8.
	Relevant documents:  Directive 2001/37/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2001 on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco products - Commission statement (OJ L 194, 18.7.2001, p. 26-35)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2001:194:0026:0034:EN:PDF  

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption:  

Proposed date of entry into force:  
	
	2014
On the twentieth day following its publication in the Official Journal of the EU. Transposition within 18 months after entry into force. Products not complying with the new provisions can be marketed until 24 months after entry into force. 

	10.
	Final date for comments:  90 days from date of notification


	11.
	Text available from:  National enquiry point [  ], or address, telephone and fax numbers, e-mail and web-site addresses, if available of the other body:  
European Commission
EU-TBT Enquiry Point
Fax:  + (32) 2 299 80 43
E-mail:  mailto:eu-tbt@ec.europa.eu
The text is available on the EU-TBT Website :  http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/tbt/  

and at

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0788:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0788:FIN:FR:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0788:FIN:ES:PDF
and 

http://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2013/TBT/EEC/13_0263_00_e.pdf
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