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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member:  Canada 

If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2):   

	2.
	Agency responsible:  Department of Transport
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above:  Canadian Enquiry Point, 200-270 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1P 6N7 Tel.:  +1 613 238 3222, Fax.: +1 613 569 7808, E-mail:  enquirypoint@scc.ca

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ X ], 2.10.1 [   ], 5.6.2 [ X ], 5.7.1 [   ], other:  

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable):  Motor Vehicles (multifunction school activity bus (MFSAB)); (ICS: 43.040)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document:  Regulations Amending the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (Interpretation and Standards 108 and 131) (5 pages, available in English and French).

	6.
	Description of content:  The proposed amendment would introduce a definition of a multifunction school activity bus (MFSAB) within the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations to address stakeholder needs. Under the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations, a bus is a prescribed class of vehicle that has a designated seating capacity of more than 10. These vehicles include 15-passenger vans and school buses, which must 
meet safety standards applicable to buses in general. School buses are further defined, as they must meet additional safety standards for the transportation of children to and from school.

An MFSAB is a type of school bus without the traffic/pedestrian control devices (such as the stop signal arm and flashing lights found on school buses) and that is not intended to be used to pick up and drop off students from school. The MFSAB would be required to meet several of the standards of the Canada Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (CMVSS) applicable to school buses, such as for rollover protection, body joint strength and exit requirements. This definition of an MFSAB would also harmonize with the federal requirements of the United States and is consistent with the objectives of the Canada-United States Regulatory Cooperation Council.

The introduction of a definition of an MFSAB would accommodate school boards and bus service operators while providing a similar level of safety as that of school buses.

The highway traffic act of each province/territory sets out the legal responsibilities for motor vehicle owners and drivers. More importantly, provinces, territories and their ministries of education decide the mode of transportation for students. Enforcement of the proper use of any vehicle is under the jurisdiction of provincial/territorial governments. 

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable:   Protection of human safety.

	8.
	Relevant documents:  Canada Gazette, Part I, 7 December 2013, Pages 2857-2861 (Available in English and French)  

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption:  

Proposed date of entry into force:  
	
	Normally within 5 to 8 months of publication in the Canada Gazette, Part I.
These Regulations come into force on the day on which they are published in the Canada Gazette, Part II

	10.
	Final date for comments:  20 February 2014

	11.
	Text available from:  National enquiry point [X], or address, telephone and fax numbers, e-mail and web-site addresses, if available of the other body: The electronic version of the regulatory text can be downloaded at:  
http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2013/2013-12-07/html/reg3-eng.html
http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2013/2013-12-07/html/reg3-fra.html
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